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[Condinmed frém p. 90}
Foatiay CUTTERA.
|

Ttnrrmu of the fustian cutting
to introduce the law to the
: form 8 consideralle body as a
ol ing of wemen and girls, of from n
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| old and upwards, and are located in and aboub
| Warrington in Lancaslire, Lymm in Chesbiro,
| Cadishend, and Huollings Green, with bero
and there o few in the more southerly parts of
Cheshire.
The total number of such works in my district

in 173, and the number of persous &
4920 males and 1,000 females, of which
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hildren.
‘ Iﬂummﬂumhh-ﬂt,Ultnd-.Ihnumﬂllh
Impﬂitl}ﬂf neglocted state of the workers both

in shop accemurodation, habits, and o
I bave seldom witnessed.

The fustian cutter is & person who
makos the ocotton fustian with which
| famsilisr by name, but l-l:hl:l.ld.loln'hﬁﬂlu
and silk. The operatlon consists in raial
wrp upon -:n-'l.t_lu;ﬁni- allk cloth,
with an exceedingly Enely pointed am
stroment the filres ﬁlm thread of wh
o | composod, and s one which n-lg:uq.d:nm midly
i :ﬁnﬂlﬂiduliﬂﬂ]‘ﬂ! touch in W’
& | that though many thousands of pounds have Loom
wasted npon experiments, an et it has mot been
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INACINUCTY.
D’A picce of cotton cloth, which is very polid and
thick, varying in length from 50 yards to 150, the
threads of which contain a large amount of twist,
and which bas been woven hard and stiffened, is
m byl:bo change \-hgr for anhb:
v ere, in ex one
o b ard h’::-nm ya:ln 1:
about three s in hn?h o :
and is opomiout the whole of Ww
it 2 ;’:.i’ in Time ] .3"'.0.‘:33';.‘
sweepin , dip in o thin R
nnddm‘ipedtll over, in order to “bharden the
fibres, amd make it cut easier;” and it i also
s at ope end to assist the exit of the kuife
without marking the ., The cutter then takes
in ber band an iron of about twa feet in longth,
baving & handle at omo end like that which is
plwufontbctoolofalino ver, for the pur-
poso of steadying the knife during the cut, and at
the other end, one of the most y tempered
blades in the world, which is sharpened on one
side for about two inches, Ly Leing held on a grind-
stone turned in water, lest the temper of the steel
B s (hetagh & heliow guasd, having & sl
n rough a hollow k g a slit
in its upper side, through which the blade of the
knife just appears when it is E:-od home, the
guard also baving a peint, as as an ordinary
peedle, and is then ready for wse.  The cutter then,
taking hor stand by the side of the bench or table,
introduces the delicate point of the guard vuder
| the fitres of the cloth at the end of the boand
nearvet to her right hand, pushes up the Ll
the knife reaches the fibres, and then delicately
but quickly runs it through the whole three yards
of cloth, sovering the fibres instantly. This pro-
coss is repeated on every row of fibres, which
‘| amount to about 900, across the olod\‘ gMnf
- t.‘l‘n::‘m 90? c:g lobev;ry‘lcnclh, aa it is called,
| With every length the knife requires regrinding,
an operation which is not always performed by the
.| cutter, Lut by the bead of the shop, or by a pemon
[ appointed for that e. It is this peculiar
| deliency of touch, wﬁg’" shiows the cutter when
she is cutting wrongly ; when sho has either missed
a thread or is taking two; an accident which would
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her
her
master or » mistress cutter may bave a slicp
home, or he may have it in bis own bouse.
He may employ a number of girls or women, or
only the members of his own family; he may e in
o<l circumatances, and o command an extensive
¢, or he may be a pauper half the year, receiv.
ug parn r\y and breaking stones at the
cost, and a fustian cutter the other half, OF this
, | saw soveral instances. He may be a
master, toall intenta and purposes possessing fairly
the respect aml obedience of his workpeople, or he
may be one who fuddles his brain at the public
house half the week, utterly reckless bow his work
goes on, on an equality with his hands, and en-
tirely at their mercy whether they will work or
not. There are all grados of cuttors, and therefore
all grades of workers, and altogethier, they are, per-
baps, as igmorant a class of operatives o8 can Lo
fovod in any district in the kinglom. In these
shops, as they are called, there may be two or even
fifty frames, one working at cach; or the
shops may be in fats, one above another. They
wr{nry much in height, in dirt, in the number of |
broken squares in the windows, in tumblo-down
ool in dangerous staircasos and floors, in an |
absence of whitewash and paint, and in outside
abominations. In some, though in a very few, the
visitor passes up a staireaso throngh the living |
rooms; along the corner of one of the sleeping
rootns, redolent of the aggregate breathings of five
ar six persons, whenee a generation has just risen
from the stenches of their pestilential mode of
life, of curtainless beds, and without any apparent
soparation of the sexes, into another room the whole
lovgth of the house, where thero are three or four
cut inghhoadn, at which the children of the family
or qt‘he ired cuttors, v.rork fro:n. day to day.
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The hours of work on a Monday are equally
various. For even the most careiul employers,
very fow of the hands work on a Monday., With
t:o fustian cnm:;d as with th]o " Ho:;g;;“l‘a
the patron maint, and is most re sly wors g
and not only 80, but the incense which he lvaves
behind him is equally worshipped till nothing re.
mains. Tuesday indeed, does not always see the
cutters at work, or if so, only for half the day: and
it is often Wedneaday before tho business of the
wock really beging.  Even then, it is not continued
all the day, for “they must have a stroll in the
market-place to see whot in going on” Thus
Thursday and Friday becowe what are called
“double days'” in which all the time previoudy
loat is attempted to be reguived by working night
and day. They come carly, somwe of themn ns early
as B o'clock, and work till 8, 0, and 10 o"dock at
night, and now and then till 2 o'clock in the mom.
ing, and on Saturday, 4ll 6 or 7 pam., or later,
until the aggregate week's work is accomplished,
I questioned severnl of the young women ns to the
reason for this exeessive idleness and industry, aml
wans answered, “hocanse it was the custom of the
place,” & custom which they declared themselves
unable to break through, however wawilling they
might Lo to continue it; but it was a custom that
both masters and workers hoped to see an end put
to by the new law, *If there wan onno thing more
than another that they hoped for from the new Jaw,
it was, that work might in future Le regular from
day to day; and that on Satunday it might be dis.
continued after dinucr.”

One may faney, but can searcely realize the
wrotchedness which this condition of labour pre-
duces; the social irregularities, the grossly animal

pensitios which it incites  amd  perpetiates,

Vithout mwral training, and apparently without
religious feeling, those fomales are braught up from |
their earlicst years in intimacy with nssocintions
which are most degeading: o much so, that one |
woikders to oleerve and compare the amenities of |

wikdle life, and the features which dmrncteflzol
the fustim entter's existence; but liow much more
is thint wonder excital, when we draw the eum:
parison botween them and the highcst formas of
ivilizati




The F Act has boen in operation for some
umeum‘\on,udtoubemolmo y
good many perwons are employed therein, It thus
often , that where a t has two
daughters, one employed at the ry, and the

Factory Act, amd the disadvaniages of labour wo-

factory worker rises at hall past &, has her meals at
| regular intervals, and ends lwrouimny day’s work
lat 6 pae, and on Saturdays at 2. The fustian
cutter works when she likes, snatohes a meal when

to hed by 12 i, and is, perhaps, the

ought to bo earming her own wages. These dis-

ted meal thaes in & poor man's house, and
irregular hours of work, render the maintenance of
a family doubly and trelly expensive, and afford
none of that comfort which they might otherwise

enjoy.
{\‘ilh respect to wages for this kind of labour, a
4., on ap average sle will out 12 lengths a day for

four dula. each picce amounting to 96 . The

| pleces, however, vary, and the recel s, “The
ysay,” said n mistress cutter to me, “we get as muc
Cin proportion for long lengths as short ones, but 1
Dknow we don't.”  Adult men and young persons
ol I&oam about the samo wages, children carn
le. Bl

did not carry their labour 10 a different market,
they only intimated, “that fustian cutting was the
trade in which they were brought up, and they were
neither ftted nor carald for soy other,”

I did not notice any cases of distortion from fus-

sich gross habits prevail, would produce some de.
formities wogquestionably,  But under restricted
hours, I do not sec any reason to apprebend ovil con-
requenoes from it. There is sorae reluctance on the

vo bad to prosecitte two or three, and I have since
heard, with the Leat effect,

other at fustian cutting, the advan of thol
regulated by law, are promi exhibited. The}

shie can, goos
ahveol' a dronken mother, and has to attend to |
house work in her wother's abeence, when she |

steady cutter will earm Se. O, fora hundred ynéa. :

On being askod, why with such wagos, the twm |

tian cutting. Any ilar irregular labour, with |
| irregular and meagre mcals, and cspecinlly whoere |

4 rn of a fow cutters to comply with the law, 1|
in
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