Date: 29th September 2016
To whomever it may concern,
I am writing on behalf of Lymm High
School in support of the proposed plans for the Lymm Heritage
Centre. Current changes to the KS3 and KS4 curriculum mean there is
a greater demand for local history. At GCSE we now have an aspect
called ‘an historical environmental study’, which seems ideal to link to
the rich heritage of Lymm and its links with the Industrial Revolution.
The heritage centre will offer a wide range of opportunities for our
students at Lymm as we have proposed to link our Scholar’s
Programme for gifted and talented students to complete a research
project for the centre on Lymm during World War One to link into the
centenary, which will then make up a temporary exhibition that will
hopefully encourage the community with links to our school to visit
the centre.
We would also look forward to giving our A-Level History students the
opportunity to use their enrichment time to run sessions for primary
school children at the centre and help with the day to day running of it
so that it can be open regularly for the whole community to use. This
would give them fantastic experience and enable them to develop
important skills such as communication, which will help them attain
university places and jobs in the future.
The centre will also provide us with artefact boxes that could be used
with KS3 to help bring history to life in the classroom and enable them
to understand the community that they live in.
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We are keen to see the heritage centre up and running and will look
forward to utilising this important resource to give our students the
opportunity to access the wealth of local knowledge and resources
that the heritage centre can provide.

Yours faithfully,

Natalie Douglas
Head of History
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The Heritage Lottery Fund
Dear Sirs
I am writing in support Lymm Heritage Centre’s application for Heritage Lottery
funding.
The Heritage Centre is our nearest neighbour and we have had the opportunity to
both work with it and observe its development first hand. The team, led by Alan and
Su Williams, has from a standing start gained use of a semi-derelict building at a
prime location in the village centre and, with the full co-operation of the owner,
overseen its transformation into showpiece premises. The group has also enthused
and recruited a willing team of volunteers to take the project forward.
Alan and Su Williams have a proven track record in community initiatives and,
through their enthusiasm, drive and commitment, they have inspired many others in
the community to sign up as new volunteers, most notably recently in the Lymm
Festival of Historic Transport. Lymm is well blessed with voluntary organisations,
several of which organise annual events or festivals. The Lymm Festival is a 10 day
programme of poetry readings, music and other cultural events which remains
popular with a rather narrow section of the community. Three years ago Alan and Su
decided to launch the Lymm Festival of Historic Transport on the last day of the 2013
Lymm Festival to celebrate Lymm’s historic links with road, rail and canal travel.
Despite atrocious weather the day was an instant success greatly broadening the
reach of the Festival to the wider community and encouraging massive participation
of both residents and visitors in Lymm, while at the same time educating about
Lymm’s place in transport history. The drive and enthusiasm of the organisers was
such that they quickly recruited dozens of new volunteers whose commitment has
been such that Alan and Su have been able to take a lesser role as an independent,
self-sustaining organisation is continuing to develop the event so that it is already the
most popular event in Lymm attracting participation by 8000 visitors in 2016.
Su, in particular, has been a volunteer at Lymm Youth and Community Centre for
many years and has worked tirelessly to educate, motivate and entertain members
of the local community from age 6 years old at our Junior Youth Club to centenarians
at our Senior Social.
We have watched the same process of development of an idea and enthusing and
recruitment of mostly new volunteers in the launch of the Heritage Centre and have
no doubt that it will become equally successful and self- sustaining. Our own
experience of the interest in Lymm’s rich local heritage has made us aware of the

thirst for information about Lymm’s important part in the development of transport
by water, rail and road as well as its link with other historical events from dinosaurs’
footprints to the development of nail slitting and fustian cutting which can be only
partly satisfied by the active and popular Local History Society. Visitors to our Centre
frequently ask if there is somewhere where they can find out more about the
heritage of the area and working with young people at the youth club we are very
aware how many of them come from families form outside the area who know very
little about their new home, and how popular the Water Transport school-days in
conjunction with the Historic Transport Festival have become.
We have no doubts about the need for the proposed Heritage Centre and have no
hesitation in supporting wholeheartedly its application for Heritage Lottery funding.
Yours sincerely

Steve Griffiths
Chairman
Lymm Youth and Community Association
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Date 29.2.16
We are writing in support of the proposed plans for the Lymm Heritage
Centre. Current changes to the primary National Curriculum mean there is
a greater demand for local history to be taught across EYFS/ KS1 and KS2.
Lymm is a village with a rich heritage and we welcome the opportunity for
our pupils to access a heritage centre which offers opportunities to
explore our local history in greater depth.
The wide range of learning opportunities that the heritage centre
proposes will provide maximum impact for historical learning in local
primary schools. Exhibitions, displays, activities, on line resources,
resource/ project boxes and artefact collections will give our pupils a
comprehensive historical experience along with the wealth of knowledge
and expertise that the volunteers and staff offer. The location of the
centre is ideal as it is central to all schools with five village schools within
walking distance. Having the flexibility for our pupils to attend the centre
and for centre resources to come to us would be a great asset.
We would welcome any resources that bring to life Lymm’s historical story
and its place in the landscape today. Schools would welcome information
and resources regarding fustian cutting, gold beating, the transport
revolution, local traditions and festivals, historical stories, retail changes,
architecture and buildings, census information, school history and
influential people/ residents.
The recent “Brazil 66” exhibition was a popular choice with our pupils who
enjoyed the variety of displays and artefacts and the additional
information provided by the volunteers. This also gave us the opportunity
to get a flavour of the potential of having a heritage centre available on
our doorstep, and we are keen to access the range of exhibitions in the
future.
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